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Satire’s my weapon; but I'm too-discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet ; 

T only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—PorPe. 
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Uetters of the Black Dwarf, 


a 





From the Black Dwarf, in London, to the Yellow Bonze, 


at Japan. | 


CLERICAL IMPOSITIONS. _ 

I must really insist upon it, friend of the yellow jacket, 
(not to speak irreverently of the priestly vestments). that 
thou settest sail for England, with all possible dispatch, 
I cannot do without thee. Nay, not me alone, but this 
whole island, I may ‘add the whole empire, is in the great- 
ést need of thee. {have undertaken to mend the bonzes 

here. But, alas, the task is far too Herculean for a Dwarf. 
Besides, they say lam. not acquainted with the art and 
mystery of bonze-ship; and that where I tinker up ene 
into a deeency of behaviour, I spoil a dozen more, by 
rousing their angry passions, and turning them into actual 
bedlamites. Now, thou art a brother bonze ; and from thee 
they may take council with more attention, Come, then; 
and try, thy hand amongst them; and I will confine my: 
labours to the law, and to the state ; leaving the chureh, 
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both militant, evangelical, and dissenting, under thy 
soothing. care. Who knows what effect, a round, fat, 
shaven-headed brother, may do amongst them, In mercy, 
‘in charity, do thou come speedily ; or there will shortly 
be no distinguishing here, between some embassadors from 
heaven, and a common brawler in the public streets. 

That thou mayst see I do not invoke thee in vain, | will 
give thee afew cases of clerical diseases. The first is 
from Yorkshire, where a club of bonzes have shewn vari- 
ous alarming symptoms of Dwarfophohia. Their names 
are Bonze Bentinck, of Sigglesthorpe ; Bonze Constable, 
of Wassand; Bonze Torre, of Catwick; Bonze Brad- 
shaw, of Brandsburton; and Bonze Wilson, of Atwick. 
These bonzes took a great dislike to the late Queen ; and 
as there was one among their number, a Bonze Holmes, 
who thought praying fora persecuted female was no 
crime, they piously took him to task for the offence, and 
warned him against leaving the high road to promotion, 
by opposing those in whom the king delighted. Bonze 
Holmes, however, on that occasion remembered the text 
of “ resist the devil, and he will flee from you ;’’ and re- 
solutely fighting the good fight, he kept his ground against 
all those bonzes. Since that period, however, so true is 
the proverb, that “ evil communication corrupts good man- 
ners,’ that Bonze Holmes has appeared in the character 
of an extorter of Easter dues? A correspondent writes 
me the following account :— 


“George Simpson, an industrious and intelligent labourer at 
Alcbrough, in Holderness, was recently summoned to appear be- 
fore a Bench of Magistrates at Brandsburton, near Beverley, 
Yorkshire, to answer to acharge of having refused to pay the 
Easter offerings; thé Rev. N. Holmes, of Rise, Vicar of Ald- 
brough, a Magistrate, &c. being the Plaintiff, a man who holds 
three or four rich livings, not for the sake of filthy lucre, but 
UNQUESTIONABLY for the good of souls! The Plaintiff granted 
the summons, but, unlike the Duke of Buckingham, he did not 
sit on the Bench, to decide his own cause.— Richard Bethell, Esq. 
the ex-sheriff, and the Rev. George Sampson, of Leven, presided 
as Magistrates for the day. The defendant being called on to-an- 
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swer the charve, stated, that in his opinion the demand was illegal ; 
but if the Magistrates thought otherwise, he wished to see the 
legislative act that authorized the demand, and in that case, he 
would pay without hesitation. To this request Mr. Bethell replied 
that they had No positive Law to produce, but in these cases, 
custom was considered equivalent to law, it having been so long 
continued that any attempts to set aside the dem: ind, would prove 
abortive! The defendant then desired that the particulars should 
be stated to him. The first charge was, for hen eggs, so much, 
and the next, for the smoke penny, somuch. To this the defendant 
replied, that the charge was extraordinary in its nature, he not 
having a hen to produce eggs, and he could not procure any fuel 
that would burn without produci ing smoke :—1in short, he contended 
that the whole thing was, in its origin, merely a charity ; but in 
consequence of the lapse of ages, and the i ignorance, carelessness, 
and pusillanimity of our ancestors, it had grown into a species or 
abominable tyranny, and nndisguised robbery. Colour it as you 
will, it is no better than baref ‘aced extortion; and surely, a custom 
of this sort, however ancient, was “ more honoured : in the breach, 
than in the observance.” The defendant then requested to know 
what the demand was. Mr. Bethell called on the Parish Clerk, 
(who is a constable, and a_ collector of taxes) to state the 
amount of the demand for Easter dues. He specified the different 
items, and said they amounted in the whole, to 173d. The defen- 
dantthen asked if the charge has been invariably the same, as it was 
curreatly reported that the Terrier had been aLrerep, and the 
$u.s rNCREASED, during the last thirty-years, The paper, or 
t ook k, called a Terrier, was then pr. oduced, which contained the 
precise sums that the Vicar ought to demand, and which had for- 
merly been paid by his parishioners. The defendant not yet satis- 
fied, then enumerated the various objections that were so ‘ably and 
argumentatively urged by Mr. Peter Watson ; and at length infor- 
med the Magistrates that he had the pamphlet i in his pocket, and 
would, with pleasure, hand it to them fur perusal. “ Oh! no,” 

saul Mr. Bethell, “ we cannot do that ;” and then told the defen- 
dant that he ought not to consider pamphlets, or newspapers, as 
any authority in such a case! The defendant then asked the Clerk 
if he had a license. He answered in the negative, and the Rev. G. 

Sampson said they could only demand 1idd. instead of 174d. After 
Some other desultory observations, the defendant retired without 
paying any thing: and thus eaded the conference with the Magis- 
trates. 

“A few days afterwards Mr. Bethell came to Aldbrough, on pur- 
pose, ant very frankly, and condescendingly apvisep the defen- 
dant to pay the 174d. Since they were at Brandsburton, he said, 
he‘had couferred with some gentlemen (quere, was the plaintiff 
one of them ;) who gave it as their decided opinion that the clerk 
had aS GooD A RIGHT to his dues, as the Parson had!! Thede- 
fendant answered, that he was a poor man, and consequently had 
no means of defraying the unavoidable expenses ofa law suit. He 
would’still declaré that it was robbery to enforce such a demand 
and if { pay— my poverty and not my will, consents ’ 


“CANDIDUS’ 
Hull, May 12, 1823. 
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This is so degrading a picture of magistracy, and 
bonze-ship, that 1 am astonished how any men of com- 
mon sense should sit for the sketch. Mr. Bethel, the late 
high-sheriff of Yorkshire, is a tory; but he need not 
have lent himself to this degrading situation. Only think 
of a magistrate insisting upon the payment of Easter-dues 
in one breath, and saving, in the next minute, he had 
“no positive law to produce ; ” but that “ the custom”— 
had grown into law. An Irishman, accused of stealing a 
pistol, had the advantage of hearing a fellow culprit tried 
first, who was accused of stealing a goose. The fellow in 
his defence said, he had had the goose ever since it was a 
gosling, and was acquitted. This put an idea into Pat’s 
head; and whenasked what he had to say, said, he had had 
the gun ever since it was a pistol. But this extraordinary 
c¢rowth of a pistol into a fowling-piece, is nothing to the 
xrowth of a bad custom into a good law—to the growth 
of a charitable donation for the use of the poor, into a 
compulsory demand to pamper a luxurious pluralist. And. 
for a clergyman, the Bonze Sampson, of Leven, to sit upon — 
the bench, to decide, without law, upon the legality of 
Easter-dues, payable to Bonze Holmes! Now Bonze 
Holmes is a magistrate too; and when Bonze Sampson 
«oes to law for Easter-dues, Bonze Holmes, will doubtless 
leap into the saddle of justice, and swear Bonze Sampson 
must be paid. The first discovery, that the poor clerk 
had no right to Easter-dues ; and the after discovery, that 
he had as good a right to them as the parson, are quite 
feathers in the cap of the piebald magistracy of black 
bonzes, and pepper-colored laymen. Aud what is more 
wonderful, is, that both the discoveries are true. The 
clerk has no right to Easter-dues ; and yet he has as good 
a right as the parson, who has no right at all. The 
objection of Mr. Bethel, to newspaper and pamphlet 
authority, was natural enough, because it was decidedly 
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against his position;—but he himself supplied the de- 
fendant with an unanswerable argument against the de- 
mand, by stating that there was no positive law to autho- 
rise it. Where is now the idle boast, that an Englishman’s 
house is his castle; and that no man dare violate its 
integrity, but at the instance of the SOVEREIGN LAW: 
when the tools of a mercenary bonze may break into the 
supposed sanctuary, and rob the owner of any portion, 
or the whole of his property, without the sanction of. any 
positive law! A more monstrous proposition could not be 
imagined: nor, on the part of those who submit to the 
imposition, a more mischievous abandonment of a common 
right. Mr. Peter Watson, set a glorious example of re- 
sistance to this fraud, for it is no better; the example was 
well followed up by Mr. Buckley, of Halifax :—and we 
regret that Mr. Simpson, did not reduce the bonze to the 
necessity of an actual robbery. ‘To maintain law-suits, 
against rich bonzes, is out of the question with labouring 
men; but there is a cool, determined, passive resistance, 
which answers the purpose much better. Yet, we can 
hardly wonder, that a solitary individual should be pre- 
vailed upon to pay a small sum, in his own wrong, and 
in recognition of a fraud, by the dread of the conse- 
quences to himself and to his family: when we find a 
whole parish in the metropolis abandoning its rights, 
submitting to an imposition, and making terms with a 
bonze, whom it cannot esteem. This has been the case 
in London. I read with as much regret, as surprise, the 


following paragraph in a weekly journal. 


“TrTHES IN St. ANDREW’s, loLBporn.—On Wednesday a numerous 
meeting of the Inhabitants of St. Andrews, took place, to consider 
certain terms proposed for arrangement of the differences in 
regard to tithes: Mr. Wilson, churchwarden, in the chair. The 
requisition being read. Mr. Saunders, the secretary to the tithe- 
committee, read the terms of the average rents proposed on the 
part of the rector, which were—1st, That the parish should allow 
7001. a year, in licw of tithes and Easter-offerings, to the rector. 
tdly, That the allowance should be secured by act of Parliament, 
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at the joint expense of the rector and the parish, and that the sum 
of fourteen hundred pounds should be given to him for the arrears 
of tithe for the term of four years. Mr. Beauchamp rose to pro- 
pose that these terms should be recommended to the tithe commit- 
tee for their sanction. The sum demanded by the rector would 
amount to about one shilling in the pound. Mr. Fearon observed 
that the offer now submitted was one which the rector had rejected 
when he (Mr. Fearon) and two other gentlemen waited upon him : 
and the probability was, that he made the present concession be- 
cause government had expressed a wish, that something of the kind 
should be done. But it appeared the most prudent course to agree 
to the resolution, although it should be distinctly understood that 
neither respect nor attachment attended the a cquiescence, , A mo- 
tion for adjournment was then negetived by a vast majority, and 
the original motion was carried. Thus ends the question of tithes 
in this parish.” 


The demand of Easier offerings rests upon no positive 
law ; and ought never to have been recognised in any way, 
or admitted in any sort of compromise. Partof the tithes 
were certainly intended to maintain the bonzes. So far 
tithes are lawful ; but all offerings, oblate ns, obventions, 
smoke-pennies, Easter-bens, and the whole catalogue of 
priestly fees, are impudent beggaries, or more audacious 
impositions : and imperiously demand the hostility of every 
man who wishes to see the bonzes respected, and religion 
divested of its temporal deformities. One single and suffi- 
cient salary is quite enough for any man; and that bonze 
who Is not content with temporal sufficiency, but makes 
his profession a trade, and deals in his creed as a common 
hawker in his wares, is an officiating bonze at the shrine 
of Mammon, and has no other God than his own merce- 
nary ambition. 

This character is beginning to be duly appreciated ; the 
opposition it ought to excite is beginning to be roused ; 
and they are the truest friends of religion, who free it from 
the impositions practised in its name. Among such 
men, may be accounted Sir Charles Wolseley, who has 
undertaken to mend, if possibie, Bonze Pitchford, of Col- 
wich, in Staffordshire ; who seems to think that falsehood 
js a legitimate defence for clerical imposition. One letter 
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of Sir Charles to this bonze, I have already sent thee ; 
and | now give thee another, in which the account be- 
tween the parties isfairly balanced, and the bonze is every 
thing—but what a bonze should be. But he gets the money, 
and that is his object. Whether the calves die for the 
want of milk, or his flock miss the road to heaven, because 
their shepherd is not acquainted with the way, is the same 


to him. He can live well here—what he may do here- | 


after, is another question—but of this he is certain, there 
are no tithes in heaven. 


Sir Charles Wolseley’s second letter on the conduct of the 
Rev. J. Prtchford. 

Sir,—As no man, with any degree of proper feeling, 
can remain under the imputation of having made “ wilful 
misrepresentations,”’ without attempting to refute such a 
charge, I proceed to state, that the more I think on the 
subject, the more I talk with those who are conversant 
in the facts, the more I look into the circumstances con- 
nected with the subject, the more I am ata loss to con- 
ceive what could induce the Rev. John Pitchford, vicar 
of Colwich, supposing him to have had some regard for 
his character as an honest man, to send forth such a pro- 
duction as his letter, in answerx to the Petition I presented 
to the House of Commons! when, if he had only given 
himself up to one moment’s reflection, he must have been 
iware how vulnerable he became at each assertion! As it 
S$ necessary to bring the vicar’s words before your eyes, 
n order that I may with more effect refute them; I shall 
vroceed in the shape of a dialogue between the Vicar and 
he Petitioner. 

Vicar. “ The instruction I gave the land-surveyor, was 
* fix a moderate value un the compositions for the tithes.” 

Pet. The public may judge of the moderation by the 
fact, that they at once were raised treble those paid to 
the late incumbent! ond in two instances on my own 
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estate, from lls. to £7: 15s. and the other from Qs, od. 
to 138. 6d. the first fourteen times its original payment, 
and the other five times ;—so much for moderation! 

Vicar. “1 positively deny the assertion of the peti- 
tioner, that J have upon any change of occupancy raised 
my tithes; and that from 1808 to 1822, the tithes on his 
estate were not raised one farthing !”’ 

Pet. Pray mark, reader, this bold assertion of the 
‘Vicar! and pray attend to my answer! Lord Anson 
is my tenant for eighty four pounds per annum ; and his 
tithes were raised on his own land, and mine, at the death 
of the late Lord, on a change of occupancy, from 60 gui- 
neas to one hundred! Now most moderate Vicar, who is 
the assertor of wilful falsehoods? And here let me beg to 
give a trait in the character of this gentleman, which the 
farmers will well know how toappreciate! The rise was 
complained of, and they may judge of the persuasive 
powers of the one, with 40,000 per annum, with 
those of the farmers, ground down by the times !— 
and consequently unable to withstand such exaction, 
by the fact that he dropped them fifteen per cent! 
which I hear, was to be kept asecret from the farmers ! 
leaving at last a rise of fifty per cent! and still the Vicar 
boldly asserts my estate was not raised one farthing.— 
May I ask, whois the assertor of this wilful falsehood ? 
May I ask him, also, if he has not raised Mr. J. Cattigr ight, 
Of Scarbro’ farm, 23 per cent! within these three 
years? andis not that farm mine? And still ‘this Vicar 
asserts my estate has not been raised since 1808! Again, 
did you not attempt to raise Mr. William Arnold, another 
of my tenants, twenty per cent. five years ago? but 
which he resolutely resisted ; and have you not raised him 
twenty per cent. within these six weeks, most moderate 
Sir? And did you not give notices to Mr. Blount, to raise 
him also, five years ago ? g@nd did he not serve you, as Mr. 
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Atnold had done ? and are not these my principal tenants ? 
and were not these exactions made and proposed, on 
changes of occupancy ? and are you not so tithe exacting, 
as not even to spare the widow of seventy two? I ask you, 
sir, in the face of the public, did you not, two years ago, 
when the corn was at the lowest, raise Mrs. Vickers forty 
per cent. on land, one third of which is mine? And still 
you have the face to say, that the tithes on my estate, have 
not been raised these fourteen years, one farthing! For 
shame, most reverend Sir! what your friends even will 
think of you, I can easily comprehend, what you will 
think of yourself if you have any feeling, I can judge of 
also, 

Vicar. “ The petitioner’s short note, of the 3d of April, 
is conclusive. He knew with what reluctance his tenants 
signed the notices, and it was only by threats of expul- 
sion from their farms, that some of them were even in- 
duced to sign at all!” 

Pet. Good God! is it possible, that 1 am necessitated 
to deny such an abominable assertion! as far from any 
thing in the shape of truth, even, as the assertor of it may 
be either from a man of honour ora gentleman! or he 
never would have had the hardihood to publish it. I ne- 
ver even spoke to them on the subject, neither before nor 
afterwards, for six months ; but my tenants shall speak 
for themselves, to his eternal disgrace ! 


“ May 19, 1823. 

‘‘ We whose names are hereunto subscribed, do declare, 
“that our landlord, Sir C. Wolseley, neither directly, 
‘nor indirectly, induced us, by threats or persuasion, to 
“sion the notices to Mr. Pitchford to pay our tithes in 
“kind last Michaelmas ; and that he did not even speak 
“ to us on the subject for near six months after they were 
‘sioned. Therefore we feel surprised Mr. Pitchard 
“ should assert, “ that it was only by threats of expul- 


‘“sion’”’ from our farms, that some were induced to sign at 
“a 
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Thomas Clifton. Jesse Turnock. Thomas Ailsbury. 
John Ledbetter. Henry Wakefield. Aaron Jorfson. ~ 
George Keeling. Edward Dunn. William Arnold. 
Hugh Phillips. John Cartwright. R. Whenlock. 
John Orme. George Arnold. 


He would, it is plain to see, wish to make the public 
believe, that my “ short note of the 3d of April,” is a 
proof of his abominable assertion! Now for the fact! The 
tithing of the milk was to take piace on the 4th, the 
next day ; and it had been decided by the tenants at my 

iouse, that we had nething to do, as he refused to lower 

‘nly 8 or 10 per cent.! but to stand by one another.— 

Vord, however, was brought me, that two of them were 

ompremising, without the knowledge of the rest; I 

hought this very unfair by the remainder, and wrote the 

aid note. 

Viear. “ The petitioner states, that my attorney had 
informed him that I should proceed against the parties, in 
the court which is the most expensive, when he well 
knows, he had received no such information, from my 
attorney, that will bear. any such construction.” 

Pet. Toshew, till I am really tired of proving it, how little 
this “ established teacher of religion’”’ is to be relied on, 
I will merely copy the words of the attorney’s note to me 
of the 4th of April, (which I will leave at the Mercury 
Office with other proofs) he writes, “ I am not prepared 
to say in what court Mr. Pitchford will choose to assert 
his rights, but expect it will be in one of a higher juris- 
diction, and of a more expensive nature, than the court 
of Quarter Sessions !’’ Is the public satisfied? and has 
the vicar had his “ quantum sufficit ?”’ I will, however, ask 
for the last time, who is the assertor of wilful falsehoods ? 
That question the public shall answer, and t'iey will 
“ put the saddle on the right horse.” 

Vicar. “ In consequence of the dilemma the petitioner’s 
tenants had been brought into, that of giving up the 
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tenth day’s milk; feeling for their situation! I proposed 
to take half of their milk one day, and half the next ?’ 

Pet. How kind! how considerate ! but why did he not 
tell us, for such indulgence, that they were to carry the 
milk to his, the parson’s, house! instead of his travelling 
five or six miles witha cart to fetch it! Kindness in the 
extreme! He might have told us also, that one of his 
bosom friends of the parish had informed him, “ that, was 
he upon a jury, on the subject of taking the whole of 
the milk from ‘ the calves,’ and Jeaving them to starve for 
thirty-six hours! and the tithe of which ‘ calves’ he 
was to have when fat! he would sit in the jury-box till 
doomsday, before he gave him a verdict!!!’ Yes! and I 
think every honest man would do the same; for I have 
little hesitation in saying the demand of the vicar, and 
his threat to carry me and my tenants into one of the 
“most expensive” courts, if we did not give him up the 
milk for thirty-six hours, and leave “ the poor calves to 
starve”’ 





I say, it is a monstrosity!!! AndI do not be- 
lieve any man, let him be who he may, except the vicar 
of Colwich, would have the conscience to make sucha 
demand, particularly from farmers, whom he had trebly 
raised, in times when agricultural produce, it is true, was 
double the price it is now, and had refused to lower them 
only 8 or 10 per cent! when he had been induced to 
lower Lord Anson’s compositions 15 per cent !! 

Vicar. ‘“ These unpleasant proceedings have origina- 
“ted and are continued by the petitioner alone, and | 
“cannot envy him the reflection, that he is the only ob- 
“ Stacle to a restoration of that harmony, which for 15 
“years has subsisted between my parishioners and my- 
“ self’? 

Pet. To show how and when “ these unpleasant pro- 
ceedings” really “ originated,’ read the following copy 
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of a notice sent out by the vicar to myself and most of 
my tenants. 


‘To Mr. Epwarp Dunn,—lI, John Pitchford, Vicar of 
Colwich, in the County of Stafford, do hereby give you 
notice to set out in kind, the hay, clover, and vicarial 
tithes, accruing upon lands in your occupation, and com- 
prising the who! e or part of the Lodge-farm, situate at or 
near Wolseley, in the county and parish aforesaid. Wit- 
ness my hand this 29th day of June, 1818. 


‘ JOHN PITCHFORD.” 

These notices, to this very day, are lying over the heads 
of myself and tenants, who are liable to be dragged into 
an Ecclesiastical Court of Law, whenever it may please 
the vicar; and to be made to pay double, if not treble 
the amount of his demand back from the date of the noti- 
ces, should he gain his suit. It is true he proposed, and 
a cool proposition it was, to leave to arbitration whether 
my modusses, which have existed for ages, were good or 
bad !— What? aman is to come, and question the title 
deeds of one’s Estate, and then offer to leave it to 
arbitration !! to say to whom that estate belongs? Why 
the vicar must be either a fool himself,or have taken 
me for one. I scouted his proposition as a matter of 
course, and told him to take it into a Court of Law at 
once, there to be settled definitively, for when he died 
this arbitration would not be binding on his successor ! 
Now for ‘“ continuing these proceedings,’’ and I beg the 
reader to mark well what I say! The Vicar is a bad man, 
and consequently has a bud heart. He knows, and 
has known it for these three days, that many of his 
assertions are absolutely false! I sent a person to point 
them out to him.—I sent him in writing a proof of their 
falsehood !—and to show the difference between our dispo- 
sitions—the person who called on him had in his pocket 
the copy of what I wished the vicar to say as au excuse, 
and an excuse it was only, for having attacked my charac- 
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ter in the manner he has done ; for 1 only wanted him to 
say, “It was done under a mistaken information.” But 
no! although I said this exposure should not take place, 
not a word could I get from him ; and the person was to 
have proposed to leave the tithe difference (not the mo- 
dusses) to be settled by what the surveyor, who is now 
rating the parish, puts on his vicarial tithes. 

[ must apologise to you, and to the public, for the 
leneth of this letter, which I have thought necessary, 
however, to clear my character from the aspersions of 
one, who as a teacher of religion, ought to have known 
better. Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

May 21, 1823. C. WOLSELEY. 

Is it not melancholy to see a bonze in such a situation! 
Such men commit as absolute suicide upon their clerical 
reputation, as the late foreign minister upon his bodily 
frame. Catholicism is rapidly increasing in Ireland, while 
Protestantism is on the decline. In England, the dis; 
senters multiply, and septicism is rapidly gaining ground : 
and these results, so disastrous to the stability of the 
Established Church, are principally to be traced to the 
want of prudence on behalf of its ministers; their con- 
stant subserviency and devotion to the political minister of 
the day; and their destroying by an insatiable appetite for 
worldly possessions, the respect thatshould attach to their 
religious characters :—the basis of their influence sinks 
under them; the foundation of their authority gives way, 
and the whole fabric will fall to cureless ruin, at no distant 
period, unless the church reform itself, and enforce upon 
its ministers the knowledge, that wrthout being examples 
of the value of the doctrines which they teach, they 
are nothing better than “ sounding brass, and tinkling 
cymbals,’”’ * 








——————— 


* A Correspondent from Hallifax writes me word that the late vicar of 
that town, persecuted a poor fellow for Easter dues, at a time when 
he had a wife and seven children sick of a dangerous fever—that the 
law expenses to recover a demand not founded in law, amounted to 
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From every quarter of the country are complaints pour- 
ing in upon me, of the silly procecedings of these bonzes, 
who might easily win their way, and who yet will not 
be content, without forcing it through obstacles of their 
own creation. The cry is every where the same— 
“ Money! Money! Money!” At the very entrance into 
life, the bonze stands with his dish in his hand, and de- 
mands a toll for the church’s permission to breathe. The 
bonze keeps the turnpike-gate on the road to matrimony, 
and without a fee, there is no passing. Nay, the bonze 
follows the inanimate corse to the ground, and the part- 
ing prayer must be purchased at his hands. And these 
exactions vary as the caprice of the individual, or his 
humour dictates. Sixpences swell into shillings, half- 
crowns into crowns, and angels into pounds sterling.— 
A person of my acquaintance, here, tells me that he went 
to purchase the priest’s permission, to obey the text of 
‘ increase and multiply,’ and being resolved to shew the 
parties present, how very highly he rated the blessing of 
the church, he put a piece of gold, then called a guinea, 
into the bonze’s hands, although his customary demand 
was not more than one-eighth of that sum. The bonze 
imagining the piece of gold was not quite so heavy by 
a grain or two as it should be, requested the bridegroom 
to change it. “I do not want any change,’ was the 
reply. “ Kind sir,”’ said the bonze, “ it is a light one, 
and I shall be obliged to you to change it.”’ ‘ Well,” 
said the other, “if you iusist upon it being changed, 
give it me again.” The bonze did so, and was coolly 
presented with a-half-crown. Feeling that he had gone 


—_— 





— 


fourtecn pounds ; and that furniture tothe amount of twenty one pounds: 
was seized, taken away, and sold, for Easter dues and law expenses to 
enforce them! The said vicar is said to have had at the time a revenue 
of three thousand eight hundred per annum. The poor man had per- 


haps twenty shillings a week, or half as much for himself and family, 
as would pamper the bonze’s horse. 
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too far, and preferring even a light guinea to a heavy half 
crown, he requested permission to change again ; but was 
very properly told to be in future cautious how bie rejected 
any addition to his eustomary demand. ‘The established 
church of England and Ireland enjoys a larger revenue 
under the name of tithes, than is possessed by all the 
Christian churches on the face of the globe besides. An 
equitable division of that revenue would amply remune- 
rate its teachers, without forcing them to litigate such 


points as the following with their parishioners, and more 
especially with the poor: 


Public Notice, or acheck to clerical rapacity. 


Being informed that various incorrect reports have of late been 
circulated, concerning an altercation which took place in Tyne- 
mouth church, an the 9th of March last, between the hired lee- 
turer of the parish and me, relative to the payment of certain 
funeral fees, demanded by the said lecturer, previous to the inter- 
ment of my aunt, I think ita duty I owe to myself as well as to 
the public at large, to state faithtully the facts of the case, that 
they may thereby be enabled to form a correct judgment upon it. 

When the corpse of my deceased aunt was brought to the 
church for interment, a demand of five shillings and sixpence was 
made for the fees, previous to the performance of the funeral ser- 
vice. This I considered contrary to common usage and custom, 
and also thought it an overcharge. I had often viewed in the 
church, a board specifying the various sums allowed to be charged 
for the different sacraments, and therefore, agreeably to that table 
of established fees, tendered two shillings and sixpence. On this 
the wrath of the reverend lecturer was kindled against me, words 
of anger and violence were uttered in abundance, and finally, he 
absolutely refused to perform the appointed service, unless I would 
pay the full sum of five shillings and sixpence, as demanded. It 
was in vain I urged that this- was three shillings more than was 
specified on the board in the church, as accustomed to: be paid on 
such occasions. I was forced, though reluctantly, to submit to the 
imposition at the time, but determined to seek redress the earliest 
Opportunity. I accordingly the next day applied to the church- 
wardens, who held a vestry meeting on the subject, condemned 
the conduct of the lecturer, and returned me the full amount of 
the overcharge. Being myself an enemy to tyranny and imposture, 
in every shape, I am happy to congratulate my fellow townsmen 
and parishioners on the public spirited conduct of their church- 
wardens on this occasion. Their example will, I hope, operate on 
their successors through many generations, to. curb the rapacity of 
men, many of whom, while they declaim against infidels and 
unbelievers, shew clearly to all men, that “ their gospel is their 
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maw,” and “ their god is their belly.” Such cannot be too fre- 
quently reminded, that there are two classes of unbelievers, the 
speculative and the practical, and that the latter are by far the 
most injurious to the interests of society. 

What are called church dues and surplice-fees are evidently ex- 
actions of the clergy, to which they are not entitled by either the 
civil or the canon law. In former times they were considered in 
no other iight than as donations or freeewill offerings, and expected 
only from the opulent. Now that the members of our wealthy 
established church comprise but a comparatively small portion of 
the people of England, these claims are peculiarly odious and 
objectionable. The learned Sir Henry Spelman proves, by many 
cited canons, and some of times the most corrupt in the church, 
that “ fees exacted or demanded for sacraments, marriages, 
burials, and especially for interring, are wicked, accursed, 
simonaical, and abominable.” 

Since this affair originated, the board of fees has been removed 
out of the church, and placed in the east vestry: but, in order to 
prevent any misunderstanding on this head in future, I have thought 
proper to reprint the following statement of fees, which was origi- 
nally published by the churchwardeus in the year 1789, when the 
board I have referred to was put up in the church. 

WILLIAM FOWLER. 

North Shields, May 5th, 1823. 


PARI8H OF TYNEMOUTH. 


Whereas we, the Churchwardens of the parish of Tynemouth, 
have frequently been appl ed to by several of the parishioners of 
the said parish, to publish and make known the Frees that are due 
to the minister in the administration of the different sacraments; 
and being desirous to settle and ascertain the same as far as in us 
lie, have made diligent inquiry concerning them, and upon such 
inquiry find, that by the canon law it is strictly enjoined that no 
sacrament of the church shall be denied to any one upon the ac- 
count of any sum of money, but if any thing hath been accustomed 
to be given, that justice be done to the churches by the ordinary 
of the place afterwards. And we also find that the FEES accusto- 
med to be paid in this parisa are as under. 


s. d. 
Private baptism alone - - - - - = = - - = 0 10 
Christening, with private baptism - - - - - - 1 10 
Gletkin i= 8 Sisie ee ae nm we es OYE 
Marriage - - - - - = - = = == = = = 2 6 
Clerk 2m he Crete «¢ ee 28 © *® « de .0-« @ 6 
Churching women - - - ~- - - - = - - = 0 6 
Clerk de Yel ee Cee Tee (ei el om ie! os Bi ® 
eS ae Pee a ee ee eee ee a ee eee 
Citi) eather ae as weteien, @ rete weed aces og 
Sexton for the grave “rt ee ae et ee es: 
No fees for a still born child, except forthe grave - O 6 


If any extra-charges are made, the churchwardens request to be 
informed of them. 
N. B. Since the above Frees have been established by custom, a 
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duty of three-pence has been imposed by oe upon the 
entry of each birth, christening, marriage, or burial, which the 
minister is entitled to receive, and for which he has to account, 


The minister or churchwardens have also been accustomed to 
receive 6s. 8d. for placing a head-stone, and 13s. 4d. for a tomb- 
stone in the church-yard, But it is desired none will pay for tomb 
or head-stones, till such time as the four and twenty and church- 


wardens determine on the business, of which public notice will be 
given. 


Copies of registers of births, marriages, and burials, to be de- 
hvered at one shilling each.—To seamen’s widows gratis. 


For tolling the great bell 2s. 6d. and for the small bell 1s. 6d. 
the same to be paid to the churchwardens for the time being, or 
whom they shall appoint, by such persons as shall order the re- 
spective bells to betolled. No demand to be made when tolled 
without such order. ; 


JoHN BIRD, 

WILLIAM MITCALFE, Jun. Redcidnciage, 
QUINTIN BLACKBURN, 1789. 
ALEXANDER SNOWDON, " 


My space and my patience would fail me, long before 
my materials on this subject would. I have yet to 
sing of the battles fought about Easter-hens and smoke- 
pennies at Dudley, where reform has been gaining great 
ground ; and where many think that a reform in the 
church is quite as requisite as a reform in the state. But 
I must reserve the materials for thee on thy arrival. Do 
not fear any lack of employment; for I can ensure thee 
plenty of business ; and if thou shouldst be able to prevail 
upon the English bonzes to apply themselves to the legis- 
lature, for an Act of Parliament to put an end to these 
dissentions, by an equitable adjustment between service 
and remuneration, which shall leave the bonze enough 
and yet not take from the people more than they can spare, 
thou wilt be considered a general benefactor, in some 
hundred years hence ; and statues may be erected to thy 
memory a generation or two after thou hast been hanged; 
for the unpardonable crime of benefiting the public. 


Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF 
Vol. X. No. 22 
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FREEDOM OF ELECTION. 





The sixteenth anniversary of the return of Sir Francis 
Burdett, for Westminster, was celebrated on Friday last 
We are extremely sorry to state that the gout prevented 
the honourable baronet from attending. 
filled by Mr. Hobhouse: = we, who 


no one solitary member of Parliame 


His place was 
remember when 
ent could be induced to 
take a peep into the room, were singularly pleased to find 
some dozen and a half round the upper table: and if we 
could be sure, they would not all run away again, when 
there shall be something more to do than to eat a dinner, 


we should be still more gratified. Mr. Hobhouse read the 


follow: g@ letter from Sir Francis on the occasion, 
was received with loud cheers. 


which 


“St. Jame 's's-place, May 23. 
“ Gentlemen,—‘ It is hard to kick against the pricks, and i impos: 
sible against the gout. Otherwise, notwithstanding the strong re- 
monstrances of my excellent friend and pnysician, Dr. Pearson, | 
should have come, or rather have caused myself to be brought 
amongst you, in order to partake of your just and honest triumph, 
and to aid in the annual celebration of your independence ; nor have 
I ceased to cling to this hope up to this last moment. I am, however, 
now that itis arrived, most feelingly convinced of the impossibility 
of realizing it. Muchas I regret this on my own and on every ac- 
count, I regret it particularly on account of being deprived of the 
pleasure of meeting some of the most staunch friends of reform, 
who, from different parts of the country are to join us in the cele- 
bration of this anniversary. ‘The c 0-operation of these friends ot 
eform, and the union of all friends of reform, is upon every 0Cc- 
casion most anxiously to be desired, as it is only by union and 
firm faith, and firm accord, and mutual agreement, that we can 
ever hope to carry into effect this great and necessary measure. At 
atime when so many interesting views present themselves to the 
notice of mankind—so many een challenging the attention of 
an enlightened public—when Spain, undaunted ‘hy 2 foul contede- 
racy of despots, seems nobly prepared to endure every e xtreme, Fa- 
ther than yield up her inde ‘pendence and national rights, in uphold- 
ing which she is also upholding the independence and rights of 
other nations, and the successful issue of whose exertions the 
liberties of all other people, and especi: ally the peuple of France, 
greatly depend—when Greec e, to the ‘wonder and admiration 
of the world, has burst her ignominious fetters, and achieved 
deeds of heroism, equalling, if not surpassing, her former re 


hewn, and accomplished, as it were, impossibilities, under ci 
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cumstances the most he artless and discouraging, eliciting hope 
from the deepest gloom of despair, and bidding tair to outrival her 
former olorie s in the same cause—when eve ry people 1 in Europe, 
panting for rational treedow, is auxiously casting about tor an oppor- 
tunity of shaking off the load of despotism that oppresses them— 
when our great and gallant countryman, your bite representative 
(Lord Cochrane), with little other resources than his own venus 
and courage can supply, having unfurled the banners ot libe ‘rty in 
another hemisphe re, is augmenting the renown of his country, 
and combating for the liberty of imankind—when, turuing our 
eyes homewards, we behold the march and’ progress of those prin- 
ciples of reform, the adoption of which can alone give a fair chance 
of developing all the enerzies of England, can alone give a 
chance of redress to the manifold grievances of Scotland, and the 
still more intolerable sufferings of Treland—when an opportunity 
presents itself like the present for exhortiiig the people of Scotland 
and Ireland to lay aside all partial, unworthy pursuits of redress, 
and to join the Ronest voice of the liberty-loving people of England 
for that measure, which will do equal justice to all—whic h will 
admit all men within the pale of the Constitution—which will 
exclude no man on pretcnuce of religious opinions from the enjoy- 
ment of civil rights, but will, with an equal hand, administer to 
all equal justice, and thereby bind together the whole united em- 
pire in one body, ‘ strong as the axle on which the heavens ride !’— 
a bond of mutual affection and mutual interest, by means of a fair 
representation of the whole people in Parliament. 

“ Believe me, gentlemen, at such a time, and under such cir- 
cumstances, to bec ompelies 1 to furego the gratification of meeting 
iy constituents, the independent and en} lightene d citizens of West- 
Ininster, 1s as great a mortification as the power of fate could well 
have inflicted upon me, and that nothing short of absolute necessity 
could have forced me to yield to. Gentlemen, with deep regret 
but with most unfeigned sincerity, [ subscribe myself, 


Va 
ee 


Your most faithtul and devoted servant, 
FRANCIS CLURDETT.” 
It is ominous for whiggism, that Mr. Coke, of Nor- 
folk, confessed that his opposition to Mr. Hobhouse had 
arisen from a misconception of his character, and was 
proud to acknowledge his error. Mr. Hobhouse, 
ticing the deformities 


in no- 
of the system of representation, 
sald the friends of the system cherished them as a beggar 
did his sores, and for the same reason, that they might 
nake money of them. Mr. Ricardo professed his attach- 
ment to frequent parliaments, and vote by ballot. This 


gentleman bids fair to be a thorough reformer in time.—- 


& 


At present he would be content with the elective fran- 
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chise being conferred on all who pay direct taxes. Of 
course he does not see, that any minister by levying only 
what are called indirect taxes, would annihilate such a 
scheme of suffrage at once, and stand himself the proxy 
of the nationand the House of Commons into the bargain. 

The following passages of Mr. Ricardo’s address will 
one day be deemed worth the preservation which we shall 
endeavour to give them :—‘‘ Gentlemen, a full? repre- 
sentation of the people in Parliament is absolutely neces- 
sary, as a check and security against misgovernment. It 
is absolutely necessary that the people + themselves should 
be enabled to check the misconduct of Government. We 
should have a House of Commons fairly 4nd effectually 
representing the people, and not @ smal, portion of the 
people.{ A difference of opinion may very fairly exist as 
to the proper extent of the elective franchise.§ Some, 
and they form a very numerous class, think that the whole 
of the people should enjoy the elective franchise. Others 
think that there would be a sufficient extension of franchise 
if all householders had a vote. Between those opinions 
there is much debateable ground ;|| but I don’t think that 
question is of very serious importance. I think it would 
be a good basis for the representation, for all who pay di- 
rect taxes to the state, or for those who are usually called 
householders, to have a vote. But it is much more impor- 
tant, after the franchise is given, that those who have 
the franchise should be able fairly to exercise it---not 
influenced by rank or fortune or any such considerations.— 





* A full representation of the people, must mean the representation 
of all. 

+ The people cannot mean only a part of the people. 

¢ Nora large portion either, but the people, the whole people. 

§ No difference can exist about the proper extent—there are some 
differences about the convenient extent. On this subject we must speak 
by the card, or ‘* equivocation will undo us.”’ 

|| If the householders are not exclusively the people, there ts pe 
debateable ground at ell. 
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i do not deny the fair influence of talent, property, and 
xood offices done to the people; but | do deny to any of 
them the right of interfering in the exercise of the elec- 
tive franchise. It is of the utmost importance that the 
exercise of this privilege should be free, in order to secure 
the choice of a representative, made really, not virtually, 
by the people.* It was once said by Mr. Fox in the 
House of Commons, that he was the friend of universal 
suffrage, if he knew any mode of securing the real choice 
of the people. But he doubted if it would not in reality 
give a greater power to the aristocracy than they then 
enjoyed. In that opinion [ should concur, if I did not 
think that there is a very easy and practicable mode of se- 
curing the representation of the people (cheers)—that is 
secret suffrage (cheers), or that which is usually called 
‘ vote by ballot.’ (Loud cheers.) By establishing such 
a system of election, [am persuaded, whether we adopted 
one scale of franchise or the other,+ we should have a 
House of Commons freely and fairly representing the 
opinions of the people—a House of Commons which 
would have nothing but the good of the people for its 
object. It is gratifying to observe, that with so smalla 
change, the people of this country may secure all the 
rational advantages of good government. We are so far 
secure in many advantages, to obtain which other nations 
are compelled to risk the horrors of revolution, that we 
Should get all we could ask merely by a reform in Par- 
liament. (Cheers.) I know it is said that the crown 
and the aristocracy could not exist under these circum- 
stances. I believe no such thing. I believe that we 





* Why use the term people here?) Why -not put it householders, to 
square with what goes before?) Why, because it would be ridiculous 
to read householders instead of PEOPLE! Why then pué the 
householders for the people, in regard to the franchise? ‘ We pause 
for your reply.’ 

+ But why adopt an imperfect one, and one evidently unjust to all 
whom it excludes. Again, ‘ your reason, sir, your reason” 








~™s 
4 
pon 


THE BLACK DWARPE. 


3 


have no motive for changin: our institutions. 1 beheve 
that if the Commons Somue had nothing at heart but the 
good of the country, that the people wouid be satisfied. 
They are not fond of change, they ave not fickle, they 

rather endure abuses too long (cheers), than shew any 
improper eagerness to rid themselves of oppressions 
which have too long existed. I bez parcon for detaining 
you. There is one security for popular representation 
which I am sorry to have forgoiten. I allude to the ne- 
cessity of having Parliaments frequently chosen. (Cheers.) 
Without frequent elections there can be no security for 
liberty. It is impossible to deny that we have among us 
a great deal of practical liberty: but it is not enjoyed in 
the manner which codnduces most to the happiness of the 
people. While we enjoy the few opportunities which we 
at present possess, however snackled with conditions and 
obstacles, to speak together of our grievances, we can 
never be said to be whoily without liberty. But we want 
a check in Parliament. ‘The opinion of the people should 
be spoken in Parliament by representatives chosen by them- 
selves. I can’t conceive any other means for securing 
what we all: llow to be necessary for the attainment of 
good government.’ 


rr rr a ee 


te ie AC Ae OT ee ee 


THE BRAVE SPANIARDS AND THE BRITISH 
REFORMERS. 


oe 





The Reformers of Manchester have been the first to 


ali 


speak by deeds their sympathy with the gallant revolution- 
ists of Spain. They have nobly vindicated their charac- 
ter as freemen, and their philanthropy as citizens of the 
world, by an ainsi of one hundred pounds trom 
their contributions to the Northern Union, to assist in 
furnishing the Spaniards with arms to repel the banditte of 


the Holy Alliance. The power to do this, resulting from the 
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Union of the Reformers, is another among many proofs of 
the value of the Northern Union, which has had to con- 
tend in its infancy against all that folly, error, and preju- 
dice could oppose to its progress. The first reply that it 
makes toits abusers, isanoble one. It helps to arma 
foreign nation struggling for its freedom, against a league 
of despots, a little too much re:embling the borough fac- 
tion of England. Though the Reformers cannot yet avenge 
the Manchester Massacre, they can assist to avenge the 
massacre of Cadiz: and whenever an enemy to the free- 
dom of the human race is struck to the ground, or fetter- 
ed in the chains with which he would bind others, the 
cause of feedom everywhere is somewhat advanced. We 
trust that this proof of the advantage of having funds to dis- 
pose of when a sudden emergency requires them, will swell 
the ranks of the Northern Union, and stimulate the form- 
ation of unions in the east, in the west, and in the south. 
There is no knowing what nation may next stand in need 
of arms. And we also trust, that all the unions which 
have contributed to the funds in the hands of the treasurer 
of the Northern Union, will also vote some portion to 
the cause of Spain. It would add greatly to the effect of 
such a meeting too, if the treasurer of the Union could 
be induced to carry to Spain the contributions of the 
British reformers, and to read in the presence of the most 
august assembly at present in the world, the Cortes of 
Spain, a declaration of the unanimous approbation of the 
British public, of their glorious determination to put an 
end to tyranny at home by muzzling their royal bear ; 
and their bold defiance of the united endeavours of a host 
of tyrants to re-impose their chains. 

The Metropolitan meeting in behalf of the Spaniards 
is fixed for Monday next, the 2d of June. The delay 
hitherto has been injurious to Spain, and not very 


creditable to England; for the Holy Alliance ts pro- 
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ceeding in its care.r against the independence of free 
states, and ought to be met (if the government of 
England dare not draw its sword) witi the indignant dis. 
claimer of the British populace. Switzerland is now the 
object of despotic interference, because it has dared to 
afford refuge to some Italian refugees. England having 
passed the Alien Act, to please the Holy Alliance, may 
give no offence by the protection of important foreigners ; 
but our liberties are as hateful in their eyes as the liberties 
of Spain; and the more so, because we enjoy them in 
spite of the government “ as by law established.” How- 
ever, When the meeting does take place, Jet it DO some- 
thing. The Greek meeting fell far short of what it ought 
to have been. 

The Reformers of Manchester, have nobly performed 
their duty; and if they have, on some occasions, ne- 
glected it on minor points, the redeeming instances are 
manifold, and do them the highest credit. We subjoin 


the address, accompanying the vote of a subscription of 


one hundred pouncs. 


ADDRESS. 


For a nation to love liberty, it is sufficient that they know it: for a people to be 
free, itis sufficient that they will it. 

Brave Spaniards! The inhabitants of Manchester and its vici- 
nity, who compose the Northern Union,—who have drunk deeply 
of the bitter cup of despotism, and whose blood has been quaffed 
by the retainers of /egitimacy,—caunot view with indifference the 
unprincipled aggression which has been made upon Spain by the 
despots of Europe: for though France ouly is ostensibly engaged 
in this unhallowed invasion of the rights of man, the subscribers 
to the Northern Union are convinced, that the present invasion of 
Spain has emanated from the congregated despots, who blasphe- 
mousiy call themselves the ‘ Holy Alliance.’ The characteristics of 
this attack upon Spain proclaim evidently that it is the last despe- 
rate effort of expiring despotism on the liberties of Europe. It 
cannot be mistaken : all its features bear the indelible characters 
of the source from which it originated: it has been produced in 
the infernal alembic of legitimacy: may it meet with its deserts! 
and may Spain, the cradle of the inquisition, prove the eternal 
tomb of tyranny. To further an object so ‘ devoutly’ to be wished, 
the subscribers to the Northern Union appropriate £100 of the 
funds towards which they have contributed, for the purpose of ob- 
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taining what the brave Spaniards are now so nobly contending 
for,—lberty and equal rights,—to be expended in arms, that the 
patriots of Spain may be enabled completely to carry into execution 
what they have so nobly resolved. Spaniards! hie without liberty 
is not worth possessing ; a brave man would prefer death to slavery. 

In arming the Spaniards, the Northern U nion are giving brave men 
an opportunity of realizing those blessings which they themselves 

are determined to enjoy 3 - and which it is their most ardent wish 
that the Spaniards, in their present struggle, will obtain. DEATH 
OR LIBERTY is our motto! Spaniards! who prefer death to 
slavery ! it is our duty to assist you. 


Signed, on behalf of the subscribers, 


JAMES COX, Sub-treasurer. 


GAME LAWS. 
othe Editor of the Black Dwarf. 
— 
London, May 27, 1823. 
Sir,—While the collective wisdom is busy in the consi- 


ene 














deration of the game laws, it may not be improper to 
state for the information of the public, as well as for that 


of the collective wisdom,that game laws of any kind are a 


disgrace to a statute-book. The duration of a bad law 
adds nothing to its validity; it is a remarkably irrational 
mode of reasoning, which the people of the country have 
fallen into, to consider laws as fit and proper, on account 


of the remoteness of their institution. 

It is not the age of a law, which renders it fit or pro- 
per; it is, solely, the tendency of its principles to promote 
the welfare of the community, which renders any law 
legitimate, and fit to be acted upon; and the legitimacy 
of all laws, constitutional or other, ought to be brought 
to this test. 


What does it signify, to the present generation, what 


might be thought proper in the time of William the 
Conqueror! Rational beings will consider their own 
wants with respect to such matters; and make laws suit- 
able to their own circumstances. 


Now, with respect to game laws, as has been already 


observed, they disgrace the statute-book. But, the con- 
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duct of the owners of the land will, notwithstanding, be 
subject to proper regulations, with respect to the treat- 
ment of wild animals; not, for the benefit of the land- 
owner or farmer: but, for the benefit of the community 
at large—the only legitimate basis for the enactment of 
any laws. 

No law existing, can be legitimate, which is contrary 
to the good of the community. Every noxious law ought 
to be instantly repealed or changed, the moment the 
defect is discovered; even although the law may have 
existed from time immemorial. 

The great matter, with respect to wild animals, is to 
destroy such as are poxious ; and most of them are more 
or less so. The law, therefore, ought to give every one 
liberty to kill wild animals without hindrance.- But, it 
is necessary, for the public good, that the premises of 
the landowner and farmer, should be protected from 
trespass; that is to say, the occupier of the soil ought 
to have an exclusive right to occupation. No one, 
for any purpose, ought to be saffered to go into the en- 
closure ofan occupier of the land, without his permission ; 
nor even to hunt after wild animals upon any part of oc- 
eupied ground. All the wild animals that feed upon a 
farm, belong to the farmer while they continue on his 
farm; and no one, not even the landlord, without per- 
mission, ought to be suffered to go upori a farmer’s premises 
for the purpose of killing wild animals of any description. 
Land owners or farmers. however, wilfully harbouring 
wild animals, likely to become noxious to their neigh- 
bours, may be made liable to punishment ; and compelled 
to remove the nuisance. 

This, ina civilized country, is the only footing upon 
which the general mode of behaviour, with respect to 
wild animals, can be put. What may be the consequence, 


to the wild animal, or tothe sporting gentleman, or to 
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the poacher, is of no importance to the community.—Let 
sporting gentlemen and poachers play together at cricket 
on the common.—And, if wild animals increase in conse- 
quence of the law, there will be the greater quantity for con- 
sumption—If the contrary, there will be the greater 
quantity of corn : and bread will be in more plenty for the 
poor. 


Your’s, J. &: 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





PRISON ABUSES. 

We have the greatest satisfaction in publishing the following 
€xtract from a letter we have received from Mr. Tunbridge, on the 
improved treatment of the prisoners in Cold-bath-fields prison. 
Mr. T. says: “ | return you my sincere thanks for the kind, spirited 
“and very ready manner in which you was pleased to notice my 
“treatment in this place; and inform you, that the most odious 
“ part of my restrictions has been removed ; and the whole of the 
* prisoners now have meat three days a week, and soup on the 
“ other days; which [ attribute to the manly manner in which you 
“ took up the case, and for which [ shall fecl ever grateful.” 

We are extremely glad to find that there is a disposition ina 
certain quarter to redress grievances, andwe hope it will yet be 
carried a great deal farther. The late Lord Castlereagh seared 


the feelings of all who came in contact with him. He had almost 


literally a stone instead of a heart, and was totally indifferent to 


the weal or woe of other men. But Mr. Canning feels the want 


of popularity. Mr. Peel also feels that it is a very desira- 


ble thing, and would have it, if he could get it cheap. 
Hence the Cabinet is brought more into contact with the people ; 
and, in time, Eldon’s tears may flow from a natural source, and 
Liverpool be content with what sort of crops aud weather the hea- 


vens may think proper to send him. If we have been in any way 


instrumental, in teaching these great men that they are but men, 
and ought to have some commiseration for other men, we have rea- 
son to rejoice atit: and areas thankful for our success as the man 


must have been who first discovered the means of making iron 
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ductile, and capable of polish. Having found out a bye-road 


to 


their feelings, we shall occasionally take the trouble of calling upon 
them; and in the mean time we would just remind them that Mr. 
Joseph Swann was sentenced by a bench of Cheshire magistrates 
to four yearsand ahalf of imprisonment, for no offence whatever 
against either the laws of morality or his country—and that he has 
already lingered more than three years in Chester Castle. It 
would be no very extraordinary stretch of gooduess to set him at 
liberty now. Will you think of this, Mr. Peel? If you donot, we 
will din it in your ears pretty loudly soon! 





TO MR. WILLIAM TUNBRIDGE. 
Respected Sir, 

Tam directed by the Committee of the Birmingham Union and 
Patriot’s Friend Scciety, to forward to you the sum of fifteen shil- 
lings, as atoken of our regard and respect for your open, manly, 
and exemplary conduct, during your trial, and since your incarcera- 
tion in the Boroughmonger’s bastile, in Cold Bath-fields ; and like- 
wise to sympathise with you in your cruel, vindictive, and uame- 
rited, punishment. Not that we wish to disseminate the princi- 
ples of Deism, or any other principles that are contrary to the prin- 
ciples of Christianity, for we believe the doctrines contained in 
the New Testament to be founded upon the eternal and immu- 
table word of God, as well as upon the principles of truth and 
justice ; but upon those very principles we consider that you 
have an equal right to disbelieve in them, and to propagate those 
principles that you consider to be founded upon truth and 
justice—for how are we to come at the knowledge of the 
truth, if only one opinion 1s suffered to be promulgated ; 
and that, the opinion of, those that have the power to enforce 
vbedience to it. The idea is repugnant to common sense— 
and to humanity, as well as Christianity; and we consider it 
a duty we owe to ourselves, and our much injured country, to 
sympathise with, and render what pecuniary assistance lies in 
our power, to those victims of a boroughmongering despotism 
that fall within the ruthless grasp of such an odious tyranny.— 
Lam, sir, with every sentiment of respect, 

your well wisher, 
High-street, Boudesley, THOMAS LAKINS. 


Birmingham. 
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P. S. Have the goodness to convey the enclosed 15s. to Mr. S. 
Waddington, the little radical bill-sticker, and please to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of this in the Black Dwart, and request him to 
do the same. 

William Tunbridge gratefully acknowledges the receipt of fif- 
teen shillings from Mr. Lakins, to whom he returns his sincere 
thanks, and also to the members of the “‘ Birmingham Union and 
Patriots’ Friend Society,” for the notice they have been pleased to 
take of his humble exertions in the cause of untversal, civil. and 
religious liberty. 

Mr. Waddington, also acknowledges the receipt of the same 
sum, through the same medium. 

The article from Greenock in our next. 

The song from Dover also in our next. Our correspondent there 
is entitled to our best thanks. 

The extraordinary work, called “ The Political Doctrine, of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ,” will be published on Wednesday 
next, the 4th of June.—Price Qs. 6d. 





THE PATRIOTS BOOK OF MARTYRS! 


Oe ee 


“ Away with him ! away with him !” 





We have Intherto omitted to speak of the appearance 
of this work, of which four numbers are now before 
the public, embellished with the portraits of Mr. Horne 
Tooke, Major Cartwright, Mr. White, and Mr. Wooler. 
The author is Mr. W. G. Lewis, who conceived the 
idea of publishing a digested account of the sufferings 
of the victims of oppression in England, from the 
French revolution to the present period, while tasting 
himself the blessings of Boroughmonger domination for 
two years in Oakham gaol. The work is prefaced by 
a brief record of the persecutions of reformers from 
the commencement of the reign of Charles the First ; and 
it is really singular to find how little judges or juries have 
mended since that period. The packing of the one and 


the ———— of the other, has long been a recognised 
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branch of the business of every ministerial firm. [tis 
only by thus drawing into a focus the mass of persecution, 
that its horrible nature can be properly appreciated. <A 
single victim is snatched from society, and sacrificed, or 
tortured, with little more than the disapproving voice cf 
the few who mix in his immediate circle. The wave of 
another event closes over him and he is remembered no 
more. In a short time even his friends forget him. His rela- 
tions may, perhaps, hold him in recollection a little longer. 
but the unfortunate are gradually shaken off by all the 
living, and bequeathed to the jnstice of an age that can 
only know them in their sufferings. Such a work could 
only be compiled properly by one who has felt the iron 
enter into his soul; and knowing that Mr. Lewis is well 
qualified, both from experience and by his talents for the 
work, we can confidently recommend it to our readers. 
We have only room for one extract.—“< Dr. Leightou 
a Scotch divine, bad written a book, called, ‘ An Appeal 
to the Parliament, or Zion’s Plea against Prelacy.’? Soon 
after the publication of this work, without any informa- 
tion upon oath, or any proof that he was, in fact, the 
author of the book, Le ghton was arrested, as he was 
coming out of Blackfriars’ church, and dragged in a most 
savage and brutal manner, to the house of the notorious 
Laud, then Bishop of London. In this house he was im- 
prisoned and kept without food till the evening ; when 
Laud, Corbett, and the Bishop of Oxford, and others, 
waited upon him; Dr. Leighton damanded a_ hearing ; 
instead of which, however, the gaoler of Newgate was 


sent for, who, on his arrival, put Leighton in irogs, and 
conveying him throuzh a dark subterraneous passage into 
the prison, thrust him into aloathsome ‘ dog-hole ;’ for 
the space of fifteen weeks uo friend was permitted to 
enter his miserable dungeon: nor was he allowed to see 
any one, except his ferocious keepers. At the expiration 
of this period, however, his wife, and his wife alone, was 
permitted to see him; at the end of fifteen weeks, he 
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was brought before the infamous court of Star Chamber. 
this infamous court, which never ought to be mentioned 
without being execrated, unanim ously decreed, in the 
prisoner’s absence, ‘ That Dr. John Leignton should be 
committed to the prison of the Fleet for life, and pay a fine 
of 10,0051. (a sum which they knew, exceeded his pro- 
perty), that the high comm/ssion —— degrade him from 
his ministry, and that then he should be broug ‘ht to the pil- 
lory at Westminster, while the court was sitting, and be 
whipped ; after whipping be set upon the pillory, and have 
one of his ears cut off, one side of hi Ss nose slit, and be burnt 
in the face ; that then hes should be carried to prison, and 
alter a few days be pilloried again in Cheapside, and be 
there likewise whipped, and have the other side of his nose 
slit, and his other ear cut off, and then be shut up in close 
prison for the remainder of his life’’ After the pronun- 
ciation of this horrible deerce, Laud took off his cap and 
solemnly returned thanks to Almighty God: ! 

This sentence, the mere reading of which fills one’s 
soul with mixed and indiseribable emotions of acini 
disgust, and indignation ; and to the execution of which 
burning at the stake would iiave been clemency Itself, was 
partly inflicted upon the unfortunate Christian patriot on 
the 26th of November, 1650. When the doctor had ar- 
rived at the place of execution, besides being subjected te 
other torments and brutal iadignities, his hands were 
tied to a stake, and in this situation he received thirty-s'x 
stripes on his naked back with a tripple cord, every lash 
of which brought away large pieces of flesh!! He was 
then placed in the pillory, where he stood two hours in 
cold, frost, and snow. 

During the time that he was in the pillory, one of his 
ears was cut off, one of his nostrils slit, and one of his 
cheeks branded with a red-hot iron, with the letters S. S. 
(Sower of Sedition.) We was then taken to prison, and 
on that day week the remainder of his sentence was in- 
flicted. Such was the diabolical disposition of: the mon- 
ster Laud, that he appears to have delighted in recording 
with his own hand a description of the horrible eruelties 
which he had been the means of inflicting upon his victims. 
Upon this occasion he thus describes, in his Diary, the 
execution of the remainder of the sentence upon the un- 
fortunate Leighton. ‘ On that day se’nnight,’’ says Laud, 
‘“ his sore upon his back, ears, ‘and nose being not yet 
cured, he was whipped again at the pillory 1a Cheapside : 
and had the remainder of his sentence executed upon, him 
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by cutting off the other ear, slitting the other side of his 
nose, and branding the other cheek.” 
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PROPOSED REPEAL OF THE SPITALFIELDS ACT. 











This measure is the most important topic that has been 
agitated this week. Our readers know that this is an act 
to prevent disputes between the masters and journeymen 
in the silk weaving trade, by fixing stipulated prices, and 
referring the decision to the magistrates. This act it is 
now wished to repeal. The journeymen object to the re- 
peal; and they are in the right; for though not founded on 
good principles in the abstract, it is a counterbalance to 
other evils which are inseparable from the English system: 
and if repealed, the whole body of restrictive laws should 
be removed at the same time from every trade, and the 
journeymen be set free from the combination and emigra- 
tion acts. Our political economists, as they call them- 
selves, forget that their fine theory is utterly at variance 
with the whole tenor of the English regulation of trade 
and commerce ; which is a system of shreds and patches, 
ugly and unfashionable enough, in the eye of reason; but 
to tear off one patch is not to mend the garment, but to 
make it worse than it was before. Set the journeymen 
free to make the best market for their labour, here or 
or elsewhere, by such combinations as masters are free to 
make, or by emigration to other countries, and then take 
away all statute regulation of the price of labour. Mr. 
Ricardo, and Mr. Huskisson ask how the magistrate is to 
know any thing about the price of weaving in disputed 
cases. Surely these gentlemen forget that the magistrate is 
not called upon to exercise any such knowledge. All that 
he has to know when appealed to, is, how much the man 
can earn, and upon how much he can live. Judges know 
nothing of 9-tenths of the business matters which they try. 
They form their conclusion from the evidence produced 
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and a magistrate does the same wher referred to. The 
magistrate, therefore, is a competent judge ; and the most 
competent judge between the employer and the labourer ; 
supposing the magistrate to be honest, and in possession 
of ordinary faculties. 

But it is said the act has driven the silk-trade from 
Spitalfields, in part ; because there were no silk manu- 
facturers in any other place before the passing of the act, 
and that now there are several in various parts of the 
eountry. This seeming argument is a great fallacy. _ The 
Spitalfields silk-trade, we are credibly informed, instead 
of being “driven away,” has been considerably increased, 
since the passing of the act. ‘The establishment of manu- 
factories elsewhere proves an increase in the business, but 
not the decay of Spitalfields. The rise of Birmingham 
has not been the ruin of any other place. It has risen 
with the increase of traffic. It is a new terra firma, raised 
by the depositions of a new, not a diverted, stream of 
commerce. Thus the new silk establishments are additions 
to the general trade, and not subtractions from that of 
Spitalfields. 

The natural consequence of pretending to leave’ the 
masters and journeymen to regulate the remuneration of 
labour between them, is to leave the journeymen completely 
at the mercy of the masters, as matters stand in England. 
If the journeymen attempt to maintain their own interests 
at home, they are called conspirators, and sent to prison. 
If they attempt to remove elsewhere, to obtain due remu- 
neration for their industry, they are indicted for a breach 
of the laws, andalso sent to prison. They are, to all in- 
tents and purposes, slaves of the soil,—abroad they must 
not go; and if they oppose their masters at home, they 
are punished for it. Yet Mr. Haldimand, an excellent man, 
says, the price of labour should be regulated by the demand 


for labour. Now labour is the staple commodity-of the 
‘VoL. X. “No. 22, 
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journeyman. Merchants know that the only way to rats 
the price of an article, is to diminish the stock. or take it 
to other markets. But the jJourneyraan is prevented, by 
law, from benefiting himself ; and it is only in very ex- 
traordipary cases, when the demand for labour is tmperi- 
ous, that he can make any terms withan employer; who 
has every means in his power to obtain labour at the lowest 
rate, and every temptation to use them. The Spitalfields 
“ct, In some measure, checks this arbitrary power ; and so 
far it isa benefit which the weaver possesses, and of which 
he ought not to be deprived without adequate compensa. 
tion. Mr. Haldimand says the prices of the weaver have 
never fallen since the act has passed. Why should they 


fall? The silk masters are not depressed. Theyare not 


injured by the prices ; and who shall complain that the 
weavers are benefitted. 

We say again, take away ALL the restrictions upon 
trade, and this amongst them ;—but this ought not to be 
removed, until, at any rate, the combination and emigra- 
tion acts are repealed. If it were proposed to take away a 
farthing from the emoluments ofa public officer, we should 
have an outcry raised about vested rights ; and perhaps a 
thousand pounds by way of compensation would be 
awarded. Let the Spitalfield weavers then tell the House 
of Commons they have a vested right in this act of Par- 
liament; and that they do not allow of the authority of 
the House to deprive them of it, without a repeal of the 
laws against combination and emigration. 
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THE SPANISH SOLDIER TO HIS MISTRESS. 


Oh! droop not, my darling, though shortly we part, 
For thy lover to meet toil and danger ; 
Since Spain now has need of each true Spanish heart, 


Lo repel the assault of the stranger. 
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Oh, chide not, nor think his devotion less warm, 
Because he thus hastens to leave thee: 
tlis soul still will cherish thy heavenly form ; 


Only death of his love can bereave thee. 


But love without honour what heart can enjoy! 
And honour exists not with slav’ry ; 

Lest tyranny’s blast should love’s myrtle destroy, 
It must twine with the laurel of brav’ry! 


Soun, soon, shall the wretched euslavers of France 





Turn their insolent boasts into mourning ! 
In the eyes of all Europe their legions advance, 
But who shall behold them returning? 


Oh! grieve not, though quickly thy lover will be 
Where the cannon’s dread thunders shall rattle; 
Fear not for his safety—the God of the free 
Will shield him in Liberty’s battle ! 


Thrice welcome the sunshine of Hope in that smile, 


O’er each beautiful lineament playing ! 





But ah! though its beams half thy terrors beguile, 
‘ A tear is still doubtfully straying ! 


Thus I kiss it away—and let this be the last 
That shal! flow from the fountain of sadness ; 
For soon shall the storm from our country have pass’d, 


And her sorrow be turn’d into gladness. 


But, when in the day of her triumph we meet, 
In a union which nothing shall sever, 
_ Should tears of delight then be starting, my sweet, 
Let them flow, and I’ll kiss them, forever ! 
IR. 


IMPROMPTU. 





r ? . ’ 5 

‘ These Spanish rogues must learn to bow, ~ 
Exclaim the roya! men! 

Duke d’ Angouleme can tell us how, 


But who can tell us when ? 
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